
As a donor to the Health Foundation, this letter comes to you for a special cause. I am writing 

this letter to share a technology request from one of our local surgeons, Dr. Andrei Manolescu, 

and to ask for your support. Dr. Mano (as we like to call him) moved here four years ago to 

provide orthopedic and spinal surgery right here in the region. 

In order to do spinal surgery he required specialized tools and technology and thanks to donors 

just like you, the Health Foundation was able to provide funds for that equipment. Inclusions 

and upgrades include a host of saws and spacers, power tools such as precision drills, saws and 

pin placers, Flyte Helmets to maintain a safe infection-free shield between surgeon and patient, 

and mobile C-Arms. 

Thanks to donors like you, hundreds of patients have been able to have their back pain relieved 

here because of the expertise Dr. Manolescu brings to the operating theatre. 

Now Dr. Manolescu is ready to implement additional procedures and he is seeking a very 

specific piece of equipment that would make all the difference in the number and type of 

delicate surgeries he could perform here at the Northern Lights Health Centre.  

Here is Dr. Manolescu’s request in his own words: 

Imagine coming out of a complicated spinal surgery and not having your 

family or friends by your bedside. This is what happens when patients 

need to have their surgery out of our region. 

Not that long ago, this was a reality for many people in our region as they 

had to travel to Calgary, Vancouver or Toronto in order to undergo spinal 

surgery. The costs associated with travelling were too much for many 

families and patients were sent for surgery without their support 

network being by their side. 

My name is Dr. Andrei Manolescu. Four years ago I moved to the region 

to provide residents with spinal surgery care close to their home and 

support network. 

In order to do that I needed the state-of-the-art equipment and tools that 

the larger centers had. Thanks to donations from people like you to the 

Northern Lights Health Foundation, we have been able to get that 

equipment. 

None of this would be possible without your donations. We need your 

help again. 



I believe the saying goes “when you have good tools, you can do pretty 

much anything”. Improvements are constantly being made in technology 

and techniques. These have a snowball effect as they allow us to improve 

patient outcomes and shorten recovery times, but they also allow us to 

do more surgeries in the run of the week and that shortens wait times for 

spinal surgery. In fact, in our region, the wait times from the point of 

referral to the final surgical treatment are the lowest in Alberta. 

We can continue to improve on those patient outcomes with the addition 

of a new Spinal Surgery Top Jackson Table. This one unit has different 

tops for all types of procedures for Orthopedic Fracture and Trauma, 

Pelvic Reconstruction, Orthopedic and Neuro-Spine, Pain Management 

and general procedures.  

Having a cutting edge piece of equipment like this will allow us to do 

more and additional kinds of surgeries and help more patients stay here 

in Fort McMurray, surrounded by their loved ones. Also, it allows patients 

better access to follow up consultation and further improves patient 

recovery. 

I have seen firsthand the impact that donations to the Northern Lights 

Health Foundation have had on my patients. I have had patients that 

were in so much pain they couldn’t play with their grandchildren. I have 

seen young workers being forced to go on disability. I have seen victims 

of car accidents face debilitating injuries. I have seen people with 

degenerative back injuries taking multiple pain killers just to get through 

the day. 

But, I’m also proud to say that we have changed the lives of these people 

and we can change the lives of even more if we have your help. 

At a cost of over $150,000 the Jackson Table is just out of our reach. Will you help support 

spinal and ortho surgery right here in our community by making a donation towards this unique 

piece of technology? 

By supporting the Northern Lights Health Foundation, your gracious gift will ensure that 

important and innovative technologies such as the Jackson Table are available to provide spinal 

surgery locally. Please support the terrific work of our local surgical team. Help them do 

delicate, intricate work with upmost precision using a tool that provides optimal visualization.  

Your donation – combined with others will enable the purchase of the Jackson Table.   



Sincerely, 

 

Cindy Amerongen, Executive Director 

  



The Jackson Spinal Table 

 

 

 

 

Benefits: 

 Improved imaging means reduction in surgical times. This allows for more surgeries in 

the run of a day and reduces waiting lists. 

 

 Patient safety is increased. The Jackson Spinal Table keeps the patient more secure 

when moving them into proper position for spinal surgery. 

 

 Physician and nurse safety. This table reduces the strain on employees trying to move 

the patient. 


