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Established in 1985, the 

Northern Lights Health 

Foundation serves to engage 

people, inspire philanthropy 

and secure funds to improve 

health and promote wellness in 

the Wood Buffalo region.

Through capital campaigns, 

signature events and various other 

fundraising initiatives, the Health 

Foundation funds vital medical 

equipment, programs and services 

bringing care closer to home for 

Wood Buffalo residents. 

With donor support, the future 

of health care in Wood Buffalo is 

brighter than ever. The recently 

launched $16 million Gratitude 

Campaign is the largest in the 

Health Foundation’s history and 

will forever change the face of 

health care in our region.

The number of years the Health 
Foundation has been in existence
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Total funds invested into local health 
care by the Health Foundation in 2015

$4.2 million

Message of Gratitude from the 
Board Chair and Executive Director

We’re grateful for YOU – our many donors, 
sponsors, in-kind supporters and volunteers who 
support the Health Foundation in achieving its 
mission each year.

Despite the challenges facing our community, you 
continue to step up and show support for quality 
health care in Wood Buffalo.  

Thanks to you, $3.9 million was raised in support 
of health care in our community this past year. 
These funds led to the purchase of vital medical 
equipment, programs and services including a 
renovation and expansion of the Maternal Child 
Unit; equipment necessary for a new spinal surgery 
program; and an expansion to inpatient capacity 
on two of the busiest units at the Northern Lights 
Regional Health Centre - Medicine and Surgery.  

The 2015 – 2016 fiscal year was a hallmark year for 
the Health Foundation. From raising an outstanding 
$549,000 (net) at Festival of Trees, to $97,000 (net) 
raised from the 1st Annual Jeremy Snook Memorial 
Raffle in less than three weeks and launching the 
largest campaign in our history, the $16 million 
Gratitude Campaign - we couldn’t have done it 
without you. 

In addition to raising funds, the Health Foundation 
welcomed Melanie Antoine as the organization’s 
first-ever aboriginal and first-ever female Board 
Chair, and inducted Gord Ball, Leslie Wilson and 
John Wilson as Honourary Board Members. We 
are also proud to share that the Health Foundation 
successfully maintained accreditation compliance 
through Imagine Canada’s Standards Program. 

This year’s report shares the stories of those involved 
in the safe evacuation of 105 patients from the 
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Northern Lights Regional Health Centre, in addition 
to providing health care services to individuals north 
of town during the May 3 wildfire evacuation. 
While after our year-end of March 31, 2016, we felt 
it appropriate to recognize these individuals in this 
year’s Report for their remarkable efforts towards 
ensuring the health and wellness of our community. 

As we continue through the weeks and months 
post-wildfires, we encourage you to give generously 
as medical services continue to play a critical role in 
the rebuilding of our community. 

Your ongoing support makes a life changing, 
positive impact on the health and wellness of those 
living and working in Wood Buffalo. In our Report 
to the Community, you’ll get a true sense of the 
impact your support is having on patients and their 
loved ones. 

This year’s report is fully digital. Realizing 
the difficulties our community is facing, our 
organization continues to reduce our expenses. 
By doing so, we ensure each and every dollar you 
donate has maximum impact on patients and their 
loved ones. To find out more about how your 
support is making a difference, we invite you to visit 
northernlightshealthfoundation.ca. 

On behalf of the thousands of patients receiving 
care close to home, thank you. We’re grateful for 
all that you do to support health care, and look 
forward to working together as we achieve the 
highest standard of health care in Wood Buffalo. 

Sincerely. 

Melanie Antoine
Chair, Board of Directors

Susanne Chaffey
Executive Director
Northern Lights Health Foundation
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Spring Fling 2016 was a night to remember! The 
Gala marked the public launch of the largest 
fundraising campaign in the Northern Lights 
Health Foundation’s history – the $16 million 
Gratitude Campaign. The unveiling of the 
campaign included the recognition of over 90 
donors who have already pledged their support.

The Gratitude Campaign celebrates our 
community’s commitment to improving health 
care services in Wood Buffalo. In recent years, 
significant population growth has made it 
increasingly difficult to meet growing health 
care demands.

From prenatal to palliative, health care touches 
every single one of us a number of times 
throughout our lives. We need your support to 
ensure everyone in our community has world 
class health care facilities they can count on in 
times of need.

The Gratitude Campaign is the most ambitious 
fundraising campaign in the Health Foundation’s 
history and is comprised of eight projects which 
will fundamentally change the face of health care 
in Wood Buffalo. It starts with you. 

DONATE. VOLUNTEER. GET INVOLVED. 

gratitudecampaign.ca
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On behalf of the new fathers using the recliners in Maternal Child, the Oil Sands 

worker in the Emergency Department with eye injuries needing the retinal scanner, 

the child in Pediatrics needing a warm blanket to regulate their body temperature 

and the family saving a trip to Edmonton because of the telehealth program… 

Thank you for your support! 

Thanks to your support in 2015, the Health 

Foundation committed $4.2 million to fund vital 

medical equipment, programs and services, including:

You make a difference!

Clinical Operations
$2.2 million for an expansion 

to impatient space for the 
Medicine and Surgical Units

Maternal Child
Over $1.06 million for a unit 
renovation and expansion; 

a telehealth nursery project; 
and neonatal resuscitation 

equipment

Fort McMurray 
Recovery Centre
Over $35,500 to 

install flooring in the 
rehabilitation gymnasium

Medicine
Over $11,500 for 
new patient beds

Operating Room
Over $527,000 

for spinal surgery 
and orthopedic 

surgery equipment

Multi-purpose Clinic
Funds towards 

significant renovations 
to increase capacity 

for specialist 
appointments and 
relocate IV therapy 

from the Emergency 
Department

Home Care
Over $8,200 for 

equipment to improve 
comfort for palliative 

Home Care clients

Allied Health
Over $214,000 to replace 

existing carpeting with 
durable laminate flooring 
to brighten up the space 

and reduce patient 
tripping concerns

Public Health  
Community Clinics

Funds towards 
substantial renovations 

to the Anzac and 
Conklin clinics



With your support, the Health 
Foundation transforms local 
health care through funding vital 
medical equipment, programs 
and services. 

Your generous gift resonates through 
health care facilities in Wood Buffalo 
and is crucial to ensuring we have the 
best possible care close to home.

There are many ways you can support 
health care in our community, 
including:

Making a pledge: A pledge is 
a quick and easy way to make a 
lasting impact on health care in our 
community. Payment options are 
available through payroll deduction 
and credit card. 

Honouring your Health Care 
Hero: Show your appreciation 
for the care you or a loved one 
received by taking part in the Health 
Foundation’s Honour Your Hero 
program. 

Leaving a legacy: Leave a gift in 
your will to ensure your support for 
local health care lives on well beyond 
your lifetime. 

Sponsoring a Signature Event: 
Increase your company’s visibility in 
the community. 

Sharing your story: Share your 
health care story with the Health 
Foundation and help us spread 
the word about the impact our 
community’s support has on local 
health care. 

Being a health care ambassador: 
Support our work for our community 
by working the word with pictures, 
facts and video through your social 
media networks, website or blog. 

Volunteering with us: Volunteer 
for our Signature Events, Spring Fling 
and Festival of Trees.

Coming to an event: Attend our 
annual Signature Events which raise 
awareness, friends and funs to advance 
community health.

Hosting your own event: Support 
community health care with your 
organization through hosting an 
independent fundraiser.

Ways to give
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Lab
Over $21,800 

for a microscope 
necessary to 

recruiting a new 
pathologist to 
our community

Speech and 
Language Therapy

Over $17,000 for 
child-friendly toys 
and equipment

Occupational 
Therapy

Over $9,900 for a 
walking aid used 
by children with 

mobility challenges
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