Connecting our community with excellence in health care

Connecting our community
with excellence in health care

The Northern Lights Health Foundation Report to the Community 2011-2012

Connecting our community with excellence in health care

Mission
................................................................................. 3
TableStatement
of Contents
Vision Statement .................................................................................... 3
Imagine Canada Ethical Code ................................................................ 3
A message from the Chairman of the Board .......................................... 4
A message from the Executive Director .................................................. 5
1

East Coast Kitchen Party presented by RBC ............................................ 6
Festival of Trees presented by Syncrude Canada Ltd. ............................ 11
Spring Fling presented by Syncrude Canada Ltd. .................................. 14
Have A Heart Radiothon presented by ATB Financial ............................ 18
Independent Fundraisers ...................................................................... 20
Thank you to our donors ...................................................................... 22
Volunteers make it happen .................................................................. 22
Your gifts at work
RBC Supports Mental Health Education ................................................ 24
Local Union #488 ................................................................................. 24
Women’s Wellness Initative .................................................................. 25
Fort McMurray Homeless Health Improvement Initiative ....................... 26
Aboriginal Health Liaison Worker comes to Public Health .................... 26
A philanthropist at heart makes an impact in our community .............. 28
Increasing access to health care in Wood Buffalo ................................ 29
Report to the Community Reception .................................................... 30
The Foundation
Board of Directors ............................................................................... 32
NLHF Staff ........................................................................................... 32
Financial Statements ............................................................................ 33
Your Donations at Work ....................................................................... 35
Get Involved! ....................................................................................... 36

Northern Lights Health Foundation Report to The Community

2

Connecting our community with excellence in health care

Mission Statement
In close partnership with Alberta Health Services, our donors,
volunteers and stakeholders, the Northern Lights Health
Foundation raises and allocates funds to enhance quality
health and wellness services for all residents of the Wood
Buffalo region.
Vision Statement
Connecting our community with excellence in health care.
Imagine Canada Ethical Code
The Northern Lights Health Foundation is one of the Imagine
Canada’s Ethical Code Program participants. We commit to
the guidelines set in Imagine Canada’s Ethical Fundraising and
Financial Accountability Code. For more information visit
imaginecanada.ca
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A message from the Chairman of The Board
“Connecting our community with excellence in health care”
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That is our belief at the Northern Lights Health Foundation
and we strive to make this a reality for all residents of the
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. It is your generous
gifts and support that allows us, your Health Foundation,
to make a difference in people’s lives and health care in
this region. Because of you, we have been able to fund
essential state of the art medical equipment for the health
facilities in Wood Buffalo, as well as launch new and
innovative programs and initiatives.
A few of our highlights this past year include the launch of
the Wall of Celebration in the Maternal Child department at
the Northern Lights Regional Health Centre, our signature
events: Festival of Trees presented by Syncrude Canada Ltd,
Spring Fling presented by Syncrude Canada Ltd and the
Have-a-Heart Radiothon presented by ATB Financial, all of
which were a success because of our giving community. This
past year we introduced a new event, the East Coast Kitchen
Party presented by RBC, which was a sold out event.
We were also fortunate to have other organizations and
companies host their own events and fundraising campaigns
in our honour. We want to thank these independent
fundraisers: Shoppers Drug Mart, Kids Forever, McDonald’s
Restaurant, Remax Fort McMurray Real Estate, Telus
Communications Incorporated, and Boomtown Casino.
Together their individual campaigns raised just under
$320,000 for the Northern Lights Health Foundation.

In addition to these events, we must recognize the
generousity of organizations and individual donors who
have given throughout the year. Every dollar counts and
every dollar makes a difference in enhancing health care
for the residents of Wood Buffalo region. Thank you for
your contributions.
As the Chairman of the Board of Directors, I am extremely
proud of our accomplishments and I look forward to another
tremendous year. As a local business owner, I believe I have
a corporate responsibility to give back to this community.
Because of donors and supporters like you, the Northern
Lights Health Foundation and Alberta Health Services are
able to support health care in the community as a whole –
individuals, families, and businesses. On behalf of the Board
of Directors, thank you for your support, dedication and
partnership.
Sincerely,
Dan Fouts
Chairman of the Board of Directors
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A message from the Executive Director

This past year, support to health care in the Regional

Due to Finning (Canada)’s generousity, a new position,

Municipality of Wood Buffalo has been phenomenal, and

the Aboriginal Health Liaison Worker, will be available

because of the support of this wonderful community, we

through Public Health; and most recently, UA Local 488

have reached many milestones. I want to thank all of our

made a generous gift to fund the start of a teen sexual

donors, sponsors, and volunteers for their commitment to

health program to be located at the Wood Buffalo

the Northern Lights Health Foundation. Your involvement

Primary Care Network.

allows us to make a difference to those living in the Wood
Buffalo region.

We believe in supporting innovative programs centred
around prevention so that the residents of Wood Buffalo will

We have had some amazing successes over the past year!

live long healthy lives.

The continuation of the Women’s Wellness Initiative

The Northern Lights Health Foundation continues to fund

(now in its second year) that has seen the launch of

state of the art medical equipment from blanket warmers

pre-natal classes offered with the support of Syncrude

for emergency, IV poles for pediatrics, to vital signs monitors

Canada;

for the operating rooms allowing our medical professionals
to give better care to patients in Wood Buffalo. With your

Launch of the FRIENDS for Life mental health program

ongoing support, we will continue to do so.

(currently offered in Fort McMurray Public School
District to grade 5 students) with expansion plans to

I look forward to this coming year as we have a talented

additional grades;

team that is dedicated to bring quality health care to you,
the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo.

Shell Canada Energy funded the Fort McMurray
Homeless Health Improvement Initiative which is in its

On behalf of the Northern Lights Health Foundation staff,

second year, the initiative has recently launched a new

please accept my heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support.

health clinic in the Centre of Hope.;
Sincerely,
Susanne Chaffey
Executive Director
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East Coast Kitchen Party
presented by RBC
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We introduced a little bit of Canada’s east coast culture here in Fort McMurray with
a new event, the East Coast Kitchen Party. The day was filled with music, food and
games all native to the Maritime Provinces. Fun was had by all: children, parents, the
young and old.
The sold out event, held at the Quality Hotel and Conference Centre, was comprised
of two parts. A family friendly day event had live entertainment, activities for all ages,
and of course a taste of the East Coast! The evening was an 18+ affair with pub style
East Coast food and the ever popular Irish Descendents rocking out the night.
Thank you to all that attended and made this a successful day and night!

Connecting our community with excellence in health care
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Festival of Trees
presented by Syncrude Canada Ltd.
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A Christmas tradition in the Municipality of Wood Buffalo for the past 22 years, to
many in the region, the Festival of Trees is the kick-off to Christmas. This magical
three-day event of festivities included a breakfast with Santa, and much to the
delight of children and parents, the new family skating party had a surprise visit from
the classic Christmas story by Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch that stole Christmas, the
Grinch himself.
Of course the Festival of Trees cannot be without an array of magical and whimsical
trees donated and decorated by various organizations in the community. Admired by
all those that visited, the trees were auctioned during the gala event.
New to the Festival of Trees, was the Women’s Luncheon, a car raffle and the
children’s gift shop. Thank you to all of our sponsors, volunteers and guests for
making this a magical weekend.
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Spring Fling
presented by Syncrude Canada

14 The annual gala of the year for the Northern Lights Health
Foundation allowed the community to experience a little bit of Italy,
right here in Wood Buffalo. “An Evening in Tuscany” was inspired
by the exquisite Italian cuisine and breathtaking Italian landscapes
tantalizing to the taste buds and the eyes.
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Have a Heart Radiothon
presented by ATB Financial

18 For the third year in a row, all the local
radio stations banded together and gave
past patients of the Northern Lights
Regional Health Centre a chance to share
their stories with the region. Their only
request—support the Northern Lights
Health Foundation.
This year’s radiothon raised funds for the
Baby Friendly Initiative. The initiative’s focus
was to bring awareness, education, and
support on breast feeding to Wood Buffalo.
The first breast feeding clinic in Northern
Alberta opened in September, a success for
the women in this region.
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Independent Fundraisers
McHappy Day
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Known to many, McHappy Day is a company wide event
which raises money for Ronald McDonald House Charities
and a local charity. All of the McDonald’s Restaurants in Fort
McMurray chose the Northern Lights Health Foundation as
their local charity of choice.
This year, McDonald’s Restaurants in Fort McMurray raised an
astounding $17,000+ to help fund five new cot beds for the
pediatrics unit at the Northern Lights Regional Health Centre.

Connecting our community with excellence in health care

Remax Charity Golf Classic
Remax Fort McMurray had their annual Remax Charity Golf
Classic that raised over $30,000 for the Northern Lights Health
Foundation.
Kids Forever Foundation
Kids Forever Foundation generously donated $40,000 for
pediatrics in memory of Corey Real Joseph Chartrand and Neil
Donald Herbert Bursey.
Shoppers Drug Mart
The Tree of Life campaign ran from September 17 to October
14 and raised over $10,000. Over the past six years, Shoppers
Drug Mart in Fort McMurray have donated over $38,000,
specifically to help fund equipment and programs for women
in our community.

TELUS Communications Incorporated
As part of TELUS Communications “give where we live”
campaign, TELUS donated money for every new customer that
signed up for Optik TV in the Regional Municipality of Wood
Buffalo. This initiative raised over $175,300 for the Greatest
Needs Fund.
Boomtown Casino
Boomtown Casino held various fundraising campaigns with
their employees and raised $9607 for the Greatest Needs Fund.
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Thank you to our donors

Volunteers make it happen

22 Thank you to all of our supporters for your generous gifts
in the past year. It is with your support we can continue to
bring quality health care to the Wood Buffalo region.
You can find the list of supporters on our website at
www.nlhf.ca.
The list acknowledges those who have given charitable
gifts From April 1, 2011 to July 31, 2012
Every effort has been made to ensure each gift is
recognized. We apologize if you have been missed
from the list, and encourage you to contact us at
foundation@nlhf.ca if you were inadvertently missed.
Thank you.

The Northern Lights Health Foundation Volunteers committed over
1500 hours during our signature events: Festival of Trees, Radiothon,
Spring Fling, East Coast Kitchen Party and Phone-a-thon. Thank
you!
Special Thanks!
Thank you to the Festival of Trees planning committee. It is with
their hard work and dedication that helped us bring the community
a wonderful community event.
Lorraine deSeguin
Joy Bradley
Janet Huffman
Ashifa Pocsai
Margo Firman
Lorna Simpson
Randy McDougall
Bonni Compton

Connecting our community with excellence in health care

thank
you!

Make a difference & volunteer!
Learn more at www.nlhf.ca or email foundation@nlhf.ca
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Your gifts at work

RBC Supports
Mental Health Education

24 On May 8, 2012, RBC announced a generous gift of $50,000 to the
Northern Lights Health Foundation in support of the FRIENDS for Life
program. FRIENDS for Life was developed by Dr. Paula Barrett from
Australia as a tool to educate children about the various aspects
of anxiety and help them develop life skills to effectively cope with
anxiety provoking situations at an early stage in their lives.
To date, the Fort McMurray Public School District has completed
implementation of the FRIENDS for Life program involving
approximately 325 grade five students. In the new school year, a
new cohort of grade five students are now receiving the training
along with grade three students.

Local Union #488

On July 19, 2012, the Northern Lights Health Foundation received
$100,000 in funding from the UA Local Union #488 for a new
teen sexual health program soon to be available through the Wood
Buffalo Primary Care Network (WBPCN).
The teen sexual health program will be designed to be a preventative
program as an extension of one of the WBPCN core programs,
the Women’s Annual Health Check and Screening Program. This
program will educate local teens and be a source for them to obtain
accurate information and support through these very critical years.
WBPCN would like to see the program fully operational by early
2013.

Connecting our community with excellence in health care

Women’s Wellness Initative

Syncrude Canada Ltd. has had a presence
in Wood Buffalo for over 30 years and in
those 30 years has worked to positively
impact the community. Their continued
support through donations to local
organizations in the areas of education,
environment, health, arts, culture,
recreation, Aboriginal relations and more
has helped to enhance the quality of life for
the residents of Wood Buffalo today and
with their commitment, tomorrow.
Syncrude Canada’s recent support for
the community is showcased through
their gift of $1.5-million to the Northern
Lights Health Foundation for the Women’s
Wellness Initiative.
Allison Power, project coordinator for the
Women’s Wellness Initiative, is passionate
about women and health care, especially
in the Wood Buffalo region. Power is
committed to learning about the needs
of women in this community, and with a
dedicated committee behind her, she is
making strides everyday to meet these needs.
The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo
is a community filled with young women
who are having babies. In July alone there
were 147 babies delivered at the Northern
Lights Regional Health Centre. With
the increasing number of pregnancies,
Power recognizes more needs to be done
for women who are expecting. Women
need evidence-based information and
support to aid them during this exciting,

yet stressful, time in their lives. The result
is the first project to be launched from
recommendations offered by Power to
better address women’s health --the launch
of prenatal classes offered through Alberta
Health Services.
Although this region has prenatal classes
offered through other institutions and
organizations, Power’s recommendation
was to create an Alberta Health Services
run standardized class, consistent with the
prenatal classes offered throughout the
Northern region, such as Grand Prairie,
Athabasca, and Lac La Biche.
In addition to the classes, women can sign
up for a tour of the hospital. Expecting
moms will learn where to register, where the
maternal child department is located, and
what the rooms look like, thereby reducing
the stress or confusion upon entering the
health centre.
The first prenatal class was on August 18th
and classes will run every third Saturday of
the month.
Classes are held at Public Health in
Thickwood and registration is now open,
and classes are filling up quickly for the
October and November sessions.

For more information or registration,
call 780-791-6247.

25

Northern Lights Health Foundation Report to The Community

Your gifts at work

Fort McMurray Homeless Health
Improvement Initiative

26 An AHS project funded by the Northern Lights Health Foundation
through a $1.2-million gift from Shell Canada Energy, the Fort
McMurray Homeless Health Improvement Initiative was designed to
find ways to help the inner-city homeless population access available
health services. These people are more likely to be vulnerable to
health problems and live with chronic health conditions than the
mainstream population. A new health clinic has opened in the
Centre of Hope for this vulnerable population.
By assisting the homeless, the community moves forward with a
preventative and proactive approach in advocating for the homeless
population, improving access to health system and supporting all
Albertans to be healthy and stay healthy.

Aboriginal Health Liaison Worker
comes to Public Health

Alberta Health Services’ Public Health department obtained funding
from Finning (Canada) and Northern Lights Health Foundation to
support the Aboriginal community by contributing to the creation
of a new position, Aboriginal Health Liaison Worker. The worker
will promote awareness of services and programs available to the
Aboriginal community and assist in ensuring the community can
access these services and programs.
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Your gifts at work

A Philanthropist at Heart
Makes Impact in Our Community

28 In the fall of 2008, Allan Markin, a distinguished Alberta business
and community leader, generously gifted a three bedroom house
in Eagle Ridge of Fort McMurray to the Northern Lights Health
Foundation. This abode is used as a recruitment and retention
tool to house physicians providing health services in the Wood
Buffalo Region.
Housing is often a barrier for those exploring Wood Buffalo as an
option to work and to live in and this house has allowed Alberta
Health Services to successfully recruit exceptional health professionals
to the community. The donated home is used as a short term
incentive to bring health professionals into Wood Buffalo. Over the
years, a pediatrician, a radiologist, an orthopedic surgeon, and those
completing assessments so they can practice in Canada have all
resided in the house donated by Markin.
North Zone Medical Affairs of Alberta Health Services, which is
housed in Fort McMurray and led by Dr. Kevin Worry, Zone Medical
Director, has been busy over the last four years attracting hard to
recruit health professionals to Wood Buffalo, specifically to health
facilities in Fort McMurray. Currently, Dr. O. Ogunsina, a psychiatrist,
resides in the home with his family. Now that Dr. Ogunsina has
created friendships and roots in the Fort McMurray community,
he intends to remain in the community to practice and to call Fort
McMurray his home.
Markin is a longtime philanthropist and his main philanthropic
objective is to enhance education tied to health and wellness. In
his view, health care is not only the responsibility of government.
Innovation and creative thinking can come from outside the system
as easily as it comes from within. Ultimately, his philanthropic goal is
to impact positive change in people’s lives, through a combination of

individualized health and wellness information, working in innovative
partnerships, and by supporting and helping strengthen the Alberta
health care system.
Thank you Allan Markin for your commitment to enhancing health
care in the Wood Buffalo region.
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Increasing Access to Health
Care in Wood Buffalo

Suncor Energy Inc. and the Suncor Energy Foundation have
been partners of the Northern Lights Health Foundation for
over 20 years and have donated just under $4.5-million over
the years.
More recently, Suncor Energy gifted $2-million to improving
access to health care services in the Wood Buffalo region.
Through a concerted effort between Alberta Health, Alberta
Infrastructure, and Alberta Health Services, a new health facility
will be constructed in Fort McMurray. Through this facility,
an integrated primary and community care service delivery
model will be implemented. This will provide a tremendous
opportunity to enable interdisciplinary team practice that will
benefit patients by having a whole care team, for individuals
and families, in one location.

Improving access to primary health and community care is a
priority need and the gift from Suncor Energy is significant to
achieving this through the opening of a new health facility.
The Northern Lights Health Foundation and Alberta Health
Services appreciate Suncor Energy’s long-term commitment
to enhancing health care in Wood Buffalo. Suncor Energy’s
continued support has touched many lives, from patient care,
home care to family health. Thank you Suncor Energy.
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Report to the Community Reception

30 July 24th, 2012, the Northern Lights Health
Foundation held their annual Report to the
Community reception. Stakeholders were
invited to an evening of great food, great
conversation and to learn what the Health
Foundation has been up to for the past year.
Numerous employees from Alberta Health
Services and Wood Buffalo Primary Care
Network were present and discussed how
they each were positively impacted by the
donations from the community. Thank
you to everyone who was there, it was a
wonderful evening.

Connecting our community with excellence in health care
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The Foundation

Board of Directors
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Dan Fouts, Chair
Business Affiliation:
President, Stony Valley Contracting Ltd.

Kyle Taback, Director
Business Affiliation:
Owner, Gregg Distributors Ltd.

Joe MacNeil, Vice Chair
Business Affiliation:
Operations Manager, Laird Electric Inc.

Suzanne Manning, Director
Business Affiliation:
Lawyer, McMurray Law Office

Marla Dorin, CA Treasurer
Business Affiliation:
Business Advisor, MNP

Allan Bradley, Director
Business Affiliation:
Vice President, Clinical Operations, Area 10,
Alberta Health Services

Peter Read, Secretary
Business Affiliation:
Mining Manager, Syncrude Canada Ltd.
Dr. Sandra Corbett, Director
Business Affiliation:
Chief of Psychiatry, Northern Lights
Regional Health Centre
Jamie Clinch, Director
Business Affiliation:
Market Manager, RBC Royal Bank
Larry Gouthro , Director
Business Affiliation:
General Manager, Finning Canada

NLHF Staff
Susanne Chaffey ....................................... Executive Director
Karen Hodder .................................. Annual Giving Assistant
Amy Boutilier ..................... Administrative Finance Officer
Margaret Ziolecki ........ Director of Community Relations
Mindy Brar ............................. Stakeholder Relations Officer

Paul Taylor, Director
Business Affiliation:
General Manager, Joy Global
Colin Hartigan, Director
Business Affiliation:
Broker/Owner, Coldwell Banker Fort McMurray
Linda Bucke, Director
Business Affiliation:
Community Engagement Manager,
Total E & P Canada Ltd.
Mike Agnew, Director
Business Affiliation:
Vice-president of Operations and Integration,
Suncor Energy Inc.
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Statement of Financial Position
As at March 31, 2012, with comparative figures for 2011.
2012

2011

ASSETS
Current assets:
Cash

$

Prepaid expenses
Accounts receivable
$

987,617

$

1,071,961

6,929

36,554

651,584

371,939

1,646,130

$

1,480,454

Other assets

700,000

700,000

Investments

4,325,819

5,936,819

102,153

Capital assets

62,885

$

6,774,102

$

8,180,158

$

310,890

$

335,140

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

2,561,762

Deferred contributions
$

2,872,652

2,930,200
$

3,265,340

Net Assets:
Investment in capital assets
Internally restricted

102,153

62,885

3,360,582

3,398,176

438,715

Unrestricted

1,453,757

$

3,901,450

$

4,914,818

$

6,774,102

$

8,180,158
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Statement of Operations
Year ended March 31, 2012, with comparative figures for 2011.
2012

2011

Revenue:
Fundraising activities

$

$

185,113

Unspecified donations
34

1,386,431

1,370,907
852,326

Specified donations - externally restricted

1,195,734

106,032

Specified donations - internally restricted

400,000

400,000

Gifts-in-kind

64,092

56,268

Investment income

18,311

206,113

$

3,249,681

2,991,646

$

642,718

Expenditures:
Salaries and benefits

$

519,345

Fundraising activites

814,632

574,157

Office and other

249,874

262,976

25,264

Amortization of capital assets
$

1,732,488

9,509
$

1,365,987

Excess of revenue over expenditures
before the undemoted
Donations to Alberta Health Services
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures
Excerpts from the audited financial statements by KPMG LLP.

$

1,517,193

1,625,659

2,530,561

751,430

(1,013,368)

$

874,229
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Your Donations at Work
COMMITTED & PAID
Fort McMurray
Homeless Health
Improvement
Initiative 17%

Allied Health 2%
Ambulatory Care 8%
Continuing Care 4%
Emergency Room 5%
Home Care 1%

Women’s Wellness
Initiative 14%

Various Departments 9%

Return in Service
Bursary Program 14%

Intensive Care Unit 6%

Surgery 2%
Public Health 2%

Maternal Child 4%

Operating Room 10%
The Northern Lights Health Foundation granted $2.5M to Alberta Health Services in the past year.

OUTSTANDING COMMITMENTS
Public Health 11%
Primary Care Network 1%
Parent Child Resources 1%
Operating Room 2%
Mental Health 2%

Allied Health 1%
Ambulatory Care 4%
Community Health 4%
Continuing Care 1%
Diagnostic Imaging 1%

Medicine 1%
Maternal Child 1%

Emergency Room 1%
Home Care 4%

Intensive Care Unit 65%

Three times a year, Alberta Health Services’ presents a request for support to the Board of Directors for the Northern
Lights Health Foundation, in form of a grant application for each item or program.
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Get Involved!

36

Health care affects us all and in the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo we
deserve the highest quality care. We need you to make that happen! With your
ongoing support we can continue to fund innovative preventative programs,
purchase state of the art medical equipment, and refurbish and renovate out of
date departments.
We have various ways you can give to health care:
Gifts of Cash
Make a charitable one time or monthly donation to the Northern Lights
Foundation online, by cheque, or by credit card and receive a tax
receipt.
Lobby Vendor
Are you a small business? Showcase your goods in the hospital lobby
for a minimal cost.
Learn more at www.nlhf.ca, by email foundation@nlhf.ca
or by phone 780-791-6041.
Planned Giving
Ask a financial advisor how to create a plan that
maximizes tax and financial benefits and makes a
difference to everyone in the community. Some ideas
are donation through bequests, donation of shares
and securities, or make the Northern Lights Health
Foundation a beneficiary of one of your registered
savings plans.
Host a fundraiser
Throw a bbq, organize a golf tournament, or host
an event on behalf of the Northern Lights Health
Foundation. Not sure how to get started?
Contact us at foundation@nlhf.ca

Connecting our community with excellence in health care
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7 Hospital Street, Fort McMurray, AB T9H 1P2
Phone: (780) 791-6041
Fax: (780) 791-6241
Email: foundation@nlhr.ca
Charitable Registration Number: BN 107395030 RR0001

norlightshealth

NLHealthfoundation

