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Springtime in Paris (and Fort McMurray) Celebrated at the  
Northern Lights Health Foundation’s Spring Fling,  

Presented by Syncrude Canada Ltd. 
 
 

Fort McMurray, Alberta – Florals and greenery transformed Shell Place into a glorious version of 
Springtime in Paris on Saturday, March 16th for the Northern Lights Health Foundation’s 32nd annual 
Spring Fling. The event’s fresh theme was a hit with everyone and the commitment to the fundraising was 
outstanding, raising $155,000 (net) for local healthcare innovation! 
 
“We were overwhelmed with the number of companies and individuals who chose to invest in local 
healthcare through the Springtime in Paris event,” says Melanie Antoine, Board Chair of the Northern 
Lights Health Foundation. “Over 80 sponsors and local vendors helped create the theme, the prizing, and 
the live and silent auction items. It is thanks to the outstanding support of sponsors and guests that we 
are able to host this fabulous friend and fundraising event every year and showcase the Health 
Foundation and the local AHS healthcare team.” 
 
Guests were entertained by A Touch of Class and DJ Q-Pid. Attendees enjoyed a buffet dinner, live and 
silent auctions, and a hugely popular giant game of Operation, featuring local radio personalities. “Our 
local disk-jockeys exchanged their on-air personalities to become celebrity doctors in a rivalry for 
charitable donations,” said Jessica Lipton, Events Manager. “There was so much action in the room with 
the Operation Game buzzer going off and the celebrity doctors attempting to do surgery - everyone was 
engaged and contributed to the success of the event!” 
 
Antoine provided a Gratitude Campaign update from the Health Foundation. 
 
“We were pleased to announce the final leadership donors to the Gratitude Campaign projects and to 
close off the $16m campaign,” said the Health Foundation Board Chair. 
 
Just three years after its launch at the 2016 Spring Fling, the Campaign secured over $11.5m in business 
and individual donations and $4.5m invested by AHS for the campaign public health projects. This $16m 
fundraising campaign was the largest in the Health Foundation’s 34 year history and the impact of the 
projects will be felt for generations.  
 
During the event, Cindy Amerongen, Executive Director of the Northern Lights Health Foundation and Dr. 
Andrei Manolescu, Orthopedic and Spine Surgeon at the Northern Lights Health Centre told the audience 
that a critical piece of technology was required to enhance the spinal and orthopedic surgeries.  
 
Amerongen says, “The Jackson Spinal Surgery Table has a multifunctional frame that holds different tops 
for all types of procedures for fracture and trauma, pelvic reconstruction, orthopedic and neuro-spine, 
pain management and general procedures. The table enables surgeons to get into the small spaces they 
need to repair or replace with pinpoint precision.” 
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To demonstrate just how important good tools and technology are to achieve the best surgery the Health 
Foundation unveiled Patient X who needed operations to remove his funny bone, wishbone, Charlie 
horse and water on the knee. After spirited and competitive fundraising featuring celebrity doctors, Spring 
Fling guests stepped forward with over $30,000 in pledges for the Jackson Table. 
 
Spring Fling 2019 was a huge hit with the attendees - the live auction alone raised almost $40,000. 
Guests competed for exciting packages such as the A.P.E. Maintenance 7’ Eiffel Tower Wine Holder 
Vignette, and the Trip for Two to Paris!  
 
The two raffles received great guest attention; The Diamond Raffle, which included a diamond ring and 
matching earrings from Michael Hill, and the Love Locks Raffle - with a WestJet prize voucher for two, 
anywhere WestJet flies.  
 
About the Northern Lights Health Foundation 
 
Established in 1985, the Northern Lights Health Foundation exists to provide funds to support healthcare 
priorities within the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. The Health Foundation is proudly accredited 
under Imagine Canada’s Standards Program.  For more information, visit 
www.northernlightshealthfoundation.ca  
 
About The Jackson Table  

http://www.northernlightshealthfoundation.ca/currentneed.htm 

About the Gratitude Campaign 

The $16 million Gratitude Campaign is the most ambitious fundraising campaign in the history of the 

Northern Lights Health Foundation.  

http://www.gratitudecampaign.ca/ 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Jessica Lipton 
Events Manager 
Northern Lights Health Foundation 
Tel: (780) 370-5754 Email: Jessica.Lipton@ahs.ca 
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